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Music 326: Counterpoint 
MW 11:00-11:50 p.m., 2 credit hours 

Spring Semester 2018 
Brian Post Instructor 

Music 102 
Office Phone 826-5438 

Office Hours: M & W 2:30-3:30 
 
Course Materials 

Owen, Modal And Tonal Counterpoint, Schirmer Books. 1992 
 
Course Description 

A basic species approach to Renaissance counterpoint will be used in the 
early weeks of the class to create a solid foundation in the use of 
consonance and dissonance, with a rhythmic expansion to the species 
approach for more musical results.  Baroque styles especially the music of 
J. S. Bach will be given greater attention while the twentieth-century 
counterpoint will be limited due to time limitations.  Students in this class 
should have a working knowledge of the principles of four-part voice 
leading, triad and seventh chord inversions, spacing and doubling, 
chromatic harmonies, and chord analysis by Roman numerals.     

 
Course Objectives 

By the end of the semester will be able to compose and analyze the 
following contrapuntal element: 
 All types of Species Counterpoint 
 Non-Harmonic tones in Counterpoint 
 Theme and Variations 
 Figured Bass 
 Chorale Prelude 
 Inventions 

Canons 
Fugue 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 
Music Department Assessment Goals and Outcomes 

Goal 1:  Students will demonstrate the ability to hear, identify, and work conceptually 
with the elements of music – rhythm, melody, harmony, and structure.                 

Outcome 1A:  Students can write harmonic progressions demonstrating correct voice-
leading using standard elements of chromatic harmony including mixture, Neapolitans, 
Augmented Sixth chords, and enharmonic pivot chords.   
Outcome 2A:  Students can identify and trace essential developments in Western Art 
Music history. 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Outcome 2B:  When listening to an unfamiliar musical composition, students can identify 
its historical era, cultural sources, genre, texture, instrumentation, and possible composer 
when appropriate.                  
Outcome 2C:  Over the course of four years, music majors will perform a wide variety of 
music – in solos, large and small ensembles, from different eras, in different styles 
 

Outcomes of an HSU Education can be accessed with the link provided 
below:   

http://www2.humboldt.edu/academicprograms/node/183   
 

Campus Policies and Resources can be accessed with the link provided below: 
http://www2.humboldt.edu/academicprograms/syllabus-addendum-campus-resources-policies 

 
Assignments 

Assignments may be done neatly in pencil or computer generated..  
Illegible assignments will not receive a grade.  Incomplete assignments 
will not be accepted. 
 

Assignment Re-dos 
An assignment may be redone if the original is handed on the due date 
and the redo t is turned in by the following class period after it is returned 
to the student.   A maximum high score for a redo will be 90 points 
instead of 100.  Any missed points will be deducted from a 90-point total.  
A late assignment may not be submitted as a redo.   
 

Academic Dishonesty 
Any student found using another person's work as though that work were 
his/her own, or any student who knowingly permits another student to 
use his/her work shall be given a grade of F for the course.   

 
Bringing Books To Class 

You are responsible for bringing the text, workbook and pertinent 
handouts to every class.  Many times we will use both books within the 
span of one class period so please come prepared.     
 

 
Projected Course Schedule 
 
 Week    Subject 

1/17  Chapter 1: The Nature of Polyphonic Music,  
and Style and Chapter 3, Two-Part Counterpoint 
Assignment#1:  Page32, Exercises 3-2, Due 1/24 
 

1/22  Chapter 4, Two Part Counterpoint:  First and Second  
  Species 

http://www2.humboldt.edu/academicprograms/syllabus-addendum-campus-resources-policies
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Assignment#2:  Page 37, Exercises 4-1, 4-2, and 4-3, 
Page 40, Exercises 4-6, 4-7, 4-8, and 4-10 Due 1/29 
 

1/29  Chapter 5, Two Part Counterpoint:  Third, Fourth and Fifth 
  Species Counterpoint 

 
Assignment#3:  Page 48-50, Exercises 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-5, 5-6,  
5-7 and page 50, Exercises 5-10, 5-11, and 5-12.   
* 5-13 may be done for 25 extra credit points only if handed 
in on time   Due 2/7 

 
2/5  Chapter 11, Stylistic Innovations 

 
Assignment #4:  Page 127, Ex. 11-1, 11/2.  Page 136, 
Exercises 12-1, 12-2, Due 2/14 
 
 

2/12  Chapter 15, Review of Basic Concepts and an introduction  
to eighteenth century style and Handout, Non-Harmonic 
Tones in Polyphonic Texture 
 
Assignment #5: Handout#1 (See Appendix II), all 
Due 2/21 

 
2/19  Chapter 15 continued and Chapter 16, Polyphonic  

Style in 1700 
 
Assignment #6:  Page 39-40 of handout#2 (See Appendix II), 
Exercises 5-A, and 5-B # 1-3,  
Page 41-42 of handout (See Appendix II), 5B 4-5, 5-C.  
Due 2/28 

 
2/26  Chapter 17, Invention 

Assignment #7: Page 207, 18-1, 18-3, compose the 
exposition for your own invention in major or – G, D or A 
major, Be sure to provide a roman numeral analysis with 
the exposition. Due in class for discussion 3/5 

3/5  Chapter 17, Invention Continued 
 
ATTENTION – no late assignments given through 2/28/18 
will be accepted after 3/5/18 
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Assignment #8: Compose the first section of an invention 
using the exposition you wrote for assignment #10. Use the 
plan given on p. 208 ex 18-5, Be sure to provide a roman 
numeral analysis with the section.  Due 3/19. 

 
 
 3/12  SPRING BREAK 

 
3/19  Invention continued  

 
Assignment #9: Complete the invention that you wrote the 
first section for in Assignment #11 following the plan given 
on page 208. Be sure to provide a roman numeral analysis 
with the piece.  Due 3/26 
 

3/26  Chapter 19, Canon 
 

Assignment #10: Page 226, 20-1, 20-3 Due 4/2 
 

4/2  Chapter 21, Fugue: Overview; Subject and Response 
   

Assignment #11: Page 241, 21-1, 21-3, 21-5, Due 4/9 
 

4/9  Chapter 22, Fugue II:  the Exposition continued and  
Chapter 23, Fugue III Development 
 
Assignment #12: Page 248, 22-3.  Due 4/16 

 
4/16  Chapter 23, Fugue III Development   
 

Compose the exposition of your fugue for discussion in class.  
Specific times will be assigned during class for me to check that your 
exposition is done correctly.  Subjects will be given in class for you to 
work with.  
 
Take Home Final:  Compose a three-voice fugue in any key except C  

major based on the harmonic plan of the Fischer Fugue 
given on p. 232, ex. 21-2 and the subject assigned to you in 
class. 
Due Wednesday 5/9, 10:20-12:10  
 

4/23  Discussion of Expositions – everyone must attend to hear  
what I have to say about each exposition as this will help 
you to complete your exposition more accurately.   
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4/30  Chapter 23, Fugue III Development, continued  
 No Late Assignments will be accepted after May4, 5:00 pm.  
 
5/9  Final Exam May 9, Wednesday, 10:20-12:10 

Hand in Fugue  
 
Overview of Assignment Dates 

Assignments         
Assignment#1:  Page32, Exercises 3-2, Due 1/24 
Assignment#2:  Page 37, Exercises 4-1, 4-2, and 4-3, 
Page 40, Exercises 4-6, 4-7, 4-8, and 4-10 Due 1/29 
Assignment#3:  Assignment#3:  Page 48-50, Exercises 5-1, 5-
2, 5-3, 5-5, 5-6, 5-7 and page 50, Exercises 5-10, 5-11, and 5-12.   
* 5-13 may be done for 25 extra credit points only if handed 
in on time   Due 2/7 
Assignment #4:  Page 127, Ex. 11-1, 11/2.  Page 136, 
Exercises 12-1, 12-2, Due 2/14 
Assignment #5: Handout#1 (See Appendix II), all Due 
2/21 
Assignment #6:  Page 39-40 of handout#2 (See Appendix II), 
Exercises 5-A, and 5-B # 1-3,  
Page 41-42 of handout (See Appendix II), 5B 4-5, 5-C.  
Due 2/28 
Assignment #7: Page 207, 18-1, 18-3, compose the exposition 
for your own invention in major or – G, D or A major, Be 
sure to provide a roman numeral analysis with the 
exposition. Due in class for discussion 3/5 
Assignment #8: Compose the first section of an invention 
using the exposition you wrote for assignment #10. Use the 
plan given on p. 208 ex 18-5, Be sure to provide a roman 
numeral analysis with the section.  Due 3/19. 
Assignment #9: Complete the invention that you wrote the 
first section for in Assignment #11 following the plan given 
on page 208. Be sure to provide a roman numeral analysis 
with the piece.  Due 3/26 
Assignment #10: Page 226, 20-1, 20-3 Due 4/2 
Assignment #11: Page 241, 21-1, 21-3, 21-5, Due 4/9 
Assignment #12: Page 248, 22-3.  Due 4/16 
Take Home Final:  Compose a three-voice fugue in any key 
except C major based on the harmonic plan of the Fischer 
Fugue given on p. 232, ex. 21-2 and the subject assigned to 
you in class. Due Wednesday 5/9, 10:20-12:10  
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Course Evaluation 
Your grade will be based on the following percentages 

Homework    85% 
Written Final  15% 

Grading Scale 
93-100% = A Superior  
90-92%  = A- 
87-89%    = B+ Excellent, above average 
83-86% = B 
80-82% = B- 
77-79%    = C+ Average 
73-76% = C 
70-72% = C- 
67-69%   = D+ Below average 
63-66% = D 
60-62% = D- 
0-59%     = F Failing 

 
If you are unable to meet with me during my regularly scheduled office 
hours I will be happy to set up a meeting time that will work for you.  
Please do not hesitate to come and talk to me when you feel the need or 
call me at 826-5438.   
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APPENDIX I - FIGURED BASS 
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APPENDIX #2 - HAND OUTS 1 & 2 and Chapter V Non-harmonic 
Tones in a Polyphonic Texture 
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